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and the rule for expressing shillings as decimals is not explained 
so clearly as it might be. 

Some other particulars might be pointed out, in which a slight 
alteration for the better might probably be effected. But, speak- 
ing generally, the deficiencies are neither numerous nor impor- 
tant; and we should not allude to them at all, except with a view 
to stimulate Mr. Adams to make his work still more full, and 
more deserving of the patronage which it merits, and will un- 
doubtedly receive. 



2. — Sermons. By George W. Bethune, Minister of the 
Third Reformed Dutch Church. Philadelphia : Mentz & 
Rovoudt. 1846. 8vo. pp. 301. 

The author of these sermons deserves well of our literary com- 
munity. A clergyman of sincere and ardent piety, and zealously 
devoted to the pastoral charge of a large congregation in Phila- 
delphia, he yet finds time for the assiduous cultivation of good 
literature, and in that capacity appears frequently, and always 
honorably, before the public. His occasional verses are very 
pleasing, from their religious feeling and purity and elevation of 
sentiment, as well as for their expression of warm domestic af- 
fection. He has published several anniversary discourses, which 
are uniformly characterized by a sound literary judgment, a 
generous enthusiasm in favor of high aims and purposes, a manly 
independence in the expression of sentiment, and a flowing elo- 
quence of style. 

This volume of sermons, whose beautiful exterior does honor 
to the Philadelphia press, is published, as the author states in a 
modest and appropriate preface, in compliance with the wishes 
of some friends, " in the hope that, by the blessing of God, they 
may do good." They are fourteen in number, and embrace a 
variety of subjects both doctrinal and practical. Like all sermons, 
they are to be regarded in a double aspect ; first, as expressions 
of theological opinion, and secondly, as literary compositions. In 
their first aspect or capacity, we, of course, do not expect to deal 
with them, except to say, that, while the writer states his own 
views with great frankness and earnestness, he does so in no of- 
fensive or dogmatical spirit. 

As literary compositions, they have some decided merits. 
Their style is glowing, animated, and stirring. The preacher is 
at earnest in his work. They flow from an ardent temperament, 
and have more of fervor and unction than is usual among our 
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New England divines. They will remind the reader more of 
French than of English sermons. We find in them vivid pictures, 
animated appeals, and warm exhortations, rather than elaborate ex- 
positions of doctrine, or arguments addressed to the understanding. 
The preacher is more solicitous to impress acknowledged truths 
than to maintain disputed propositions. The strain of remark and 
illustration is sometimes the more effective from its plainness 
and directness. The faults and short-comings of humanity are 
pointed out, without any circumlocution or paraphrase, in those 
terse and unmistakable terms which arrest the attention and 
cling to the memory. 

The defects of the sermons are those to which compositions 
Written for oral delivery are most exposed. The style is occa- 
sionally too exuberant, diffuse, and declamatory. Some of the 
paragraphs read coldly, and seem a little overdone ; though with 
the aid of the voice, countenance, and gesture of an animated and 
impressive speaker, no such defect would probably have been 
observed. 



3. — Tables of Bearings, Distances, Latitudes, Longitudes, 4*c, 
ascertained by the Astronomical and Trigonometrical 
Survey of Massachusetts. Published agreeably to a Re- 
solve of the General Court, by John G. Palfrey, Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth. Boston : Dutton & Went- 
worth, State Printers. 1846. 8vo. pp. 73. 

In an article upon the trigonometrical survey of this State,* 
our readers were informed, that " the legislature had ordered to 
be printed and distributed to the different towns and clerks of 
courts the positions and details of the stations throughout the 
State, as determined by the trigonometrical survey, accompanied 
by such other matter obtained in executing the work as may be 
useful in laying out roads, and in the measurement of towns. 
The preparation of this work, requiring considerable labor and 
judgment, devolves upon Dr. Palfrey, the Secretary of State." 
This publication is now before us, and an enumeration of its con- 
tents will not be useless, if it helps to call the attention of sur- 
veyors, engineers, astronomers, and mariners to what may be 
in a high degree serviceable to them in their various pursuits. 

In constructing the State map, Mr. Borden, " for greater ac- 
curacy and convenience," divided the State into five sections. 

* North American Review, Vol. LXL, pp. 467, 468. 



